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Response particles occurring after requests for confirmation constitute a promising field
for research that uses a conversation analytic approach. The reason for this is that the
sequential environment (question-answer sequences), the main actions (requesting
confirmation and providing it or not), and the basic orientations (action, format and
epistemic orientations) are well described and understood. This presentation will focus
on what is less well understood: the stances and larger action implications that response
particles also embody, but which are often hard to analyze by means of “next turn proof
procedure” (Sacks et al. 1974), and my point of departure is that “asking a question is
not an innocent thing to do” (Steensig & Drew 2008:7, 12). I take what I believe to be
the same line on this as the “Response particles” work group in the scientific network
on Interactional Linguistics at IDGS, that the exact prosody and form of the response
particles need to be examined, and that their interactional functions must be understood
within the larger context in which the question-answer sequence occurs (Betz &
Deppermann 2018; Pfeiffer & König 2016), but I try to broaden the perspective by
suggesting a more systematic investigation of the interpretation framework informing
the request for confirmation (Schegloff 1984) and by including embodied aspects of the
sequences (Kärkkäinen & Thompson 2018).
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